
GETTING STARTED IN 

PIRELLI FERRARI formula classic 

These  notes are primarily intended 

for drivers who are maybe just starting out 
on the circuits with their Ferraris and 
would like to know something about the 
Ferrari Owners’ Club’s 2015 race series: 
the Pirelli Ferrari formula classic (PFfc).  
They may have previously competed in 
races or hillclimbs, taken part in the 
Club’s track days, or even have simply 
read about the race series and fancy hav-
ing a crack themselves.  Whatever the 
level of experience, this brief guide has 
been produced to give essential infor-
mation that is needed to understand what 
the two series are all about and the things 
competitors must do before they can take 
part. 

 To make the notes more digesti-
ble, they have been written in the form of 
FAQs.  The requirements for each series 
differ in some respects so we shall try to 
identify which particular series we are 
talking about as we go along. 

 

What do I need to get started? 

 All competitors in any form of mo-
torsport in this country must have an MSA 
competition licence.  For PFfc the mini-
mum grade of licence is Race National B, 
which currently costs £60.00.  However, if 
you take part in races overseas the MSA 
requires drivers to have a Race National 
A licence, for which the charge is £90.00.   

 If you already have a National B 
licence this can be upgraded at any time, 

once you have obtained the required 
number of Clerk of the Course signatures 
from previous races, on payment of the 
difference in cost between the licences 
plus an additional £30.00.   

 In order to obtain your licence you 
must first apply to the MSA for a novice 
race driver’s ‘Go Racing Driver Pack’.  
The contact details for the MSA are: Mo-
tor Sports Association, Motor Sports 
House, Riverside Park, Colnbrook, SL3 
0HG.  T: 01753-765000.  Their website is 
at www.msauk.org  The Club has a few 
‘Packs’ in stock or alternatively you can 
get one from Demon Tweeks or GP Race-
wear. 

 Armed with the ‘Pack’ (currently 
£95.00) you must then complete an ap-
proved course at a school registered with 
the Association of Racing Drivers’ 
Schools (ARDS).  Full instructions are 
contained in the ‘Pack’.  The cost of the 
course, regardless of which school you 
choose, is £320.00 (incl VAT). 

 The course, which takes about 2 
hours, consists of a written exam and 
driver assessment.  The aim is to make 
sure that you’re proficient and safe to be 
let out among other drivers.  If you have 
studied the video and other literature that 
comes with the ‘Pack’ you should breeze 
through it.  It’s multiple choice, mainly 
about flags and procedures, but you do 
have to get 100% to pass. 

 In the driving assessment you will 
be driven for a few laps (in the school’s 

car, not your Ferrari) by an instructor and 
then you’ll take over.  He will be looking 
for smooth driving, not lap record break-
ing pace.  If he’s happy and you have 
passed the written exam then he’ll tick the 
relevant box that will allow you to send off 
for your licence and your weekends will 
never be the same again. 

 There is one further thing that you 
must do before a race licence can be is-
sued and that is to get through a simple 
medical examination.  This can be carried 
out by you own GP although he is entitled 
to make a charge, usually upwards of 
£50. 

 

I’ve got my licence — now 

what? 

 You need to apply to Steve Burns, 
the Race Co-ordinator for the series, for 
an invitation from the Ferrari Owners’ 
Club to register to take part.  

 Steve will send you all the neces-
sary paperwork including a copy of the 
current Regulations.  You will need to 
complete a Registration form and submit 
this, together with the Registration fee, 
currently £250 for the season.   

 Once registered for the series you  
you will be given your own permanent 
competition number, and a set of decals 
with instructions on where these are to be 
affixed to your car. 

First corner Thruxton in 2014 



What do I need to do to my 
Ferrari to make it suitable for 
the track? 

 Very little really.  To conform to 
MSA regulations there are a number of 
safety features that need to be fitted.  An 
external ignition cut-out switch must be 
incorporated in the electrical circuit so 
that marshals are able to switch off the 
engine in an emergency.  This is straight-
forward to do and for a mid-engined Fer-
rari can be located under the front bonnet 
with a discreet pull-cable between the 
body panels and identified by an appro-
priate label.  No drilling, no disfigurement 
to the car, and carried out for about £50.   

 The car must be fitted with sub-
stantial towing eyes, front and rear.  Your 
car may have these fitted already but if 
not make sure that they won’t pull away if 
the vehicle needs to be towed, and are 
clearly identified. 

 A 4- or 6- point harness must be 
fitted, again easily achieved without spoil-
ing the interior of the cabin and able to be 
removed at a later date if you wish.  A 
good quality harness can be purchased 
for around £200 and you will find that 
when properly tightened up will prevent 
you having to brace yourself in corners.  
Fitting a proper racing seat is also sensi-
ble; it will hold you in position far better 
than the standard slippery leather seat 
and in my opinion is worth about a sec-
ond a lap. 

 All cars used for racing must be 
fitted with an approved roll-over protec-
tion system (ROPS).  We have negotiated 
with the MSA to establish the minimum 
requirement for the PFfc series; this is a 
basic hoop fitted behind the driver with a 
diagonal member (to prevent it lozenging) 
and two raking struts.  An illustration of 
this arrangement is shown on page 193 
of the 2015 MSA Blue Book.  The struc-
ture can be made in an easily detachable 
form and therefore should cause little or 
no disturbance to the car’s interior. 

 The cost of the assembly, includ-
ing fitting, is quite modest, and can be 
carried out in a couple of days.  We have 
made arrangements with a number of 
ROPS manufacturers who can carry out 
the work and the Race Co-ordinator will 
be pleased to give all the necessary de-
tails, including prices, on application. 

 All cars engaged in circuit racing 
must now be fitted with a plumbed-in sys-
tem (there are waivers for certain older 
cars in PFfc) and the requirements are 
listed on page 164 of the 2015 MSA Blue 
Book.  Systems complying with the regu-
lations start at around £200 for a mechan-
ical set-up (electrically operated models 
are around £250 more).   

 The MSA prefer the electrical 
types (they have their own power pack 
and are therefore independent of the ve-

hicle’s electrical system) and certainly 
these are neater to fit than the mechani-
cal variety with pull cables.  There are a 
number of recommended extinguisher 
manufacturers and we have a leaflet giv-
ing contact details together with their 
website addresses.   

 In times of bad visibility competi-
tors are usually instructed to switch on 
their lights which include a rearward fac-
ing high-intensity fog light.  If your Ferrari 
is fairly recent it may have an acceptable 
one already installed.  If not you will need 
to fit one.  Merlin Motorsport, based at 
Castle Combe circuit, can supply a suita-
ble unit (their LED-1 model is ideal) for 
about £40.  If the lamp is wired into the 
lighting circuit you will need a toggle 
switch to enable the lamp to be switched 
off when you use your car on the road. 

 The final gadget you will need to fit 
is a transponder - the device that sends 
signals back to the timekeepers to enable 
them to time each lap and log your posi-
tion in the race.  These are supplied by 
TSL Timing Solutions Ltd, who do most of 
the timing at the circuits, and an order 
form can be downloaded from their web-
site at www.tsl-timing.com  It is strongly 
advised that you purchase one that is 
wired into the electrical circuit (battery 
ones are available but are notorious for 
going flat at exactly the wrong time!).  The 
current price is £360 including VAT and 
carriage. 

After fitting the bits and pieces 
you have mentioned, is there 
anything else I must do to the 

car? 

 To make sure your car is doing the 
best possible job for you, see that it’s 
properly checked and fully serviced.  Hy-
draulic oil has a limited life and is hygro-
scopic i.e. absorbs water.  The braking 
system should therefore be drained and 
replaced with fresh fluid, preferably one 
with a higher boiling point than normal.  
AP and Castrol racing fluid is ideal and 
should obviate any overheating problems.  
The demands on the brakes are much 

more severe than those experienced in 
road use and therefore it is a good move 
to fit high performance pads more suited 
to the task.   

 Mintex do an excellent range of 
non-asbestos race pads which warm up 
instantly, are easy on the discs, and 
should give virtually fade-free perfor-
mance in racing conditions.  They also 
work well in road use so you don’t have to 
keep changing them.  For technical ad-
vice contact their main distributors, 
Questmead, on 01706-860088.  There 
are, of course, a number of other manu-
facturers who make equally suitable 
brake pads. 

What tyres should I use? 

 This season the tyres used the 
series must be of Pirelli manufacture 
(there are certain exceptions to this e.g. if 
your Ferrari is an older V12 in Gp1 or 
Gp2 of PFfc).  Tyres are supplied from 
Pirelli’s Motorsport hub at Didcot and their 
advice and expertise is freely available by 
contacting in the first instance their Race 
Technician, Shaun Marriott, on 01235-
514397 or 07974-153559. 

 All cars in the PFfc race on tread-
ed tyres conforming to those listed in the 
MSA Blue Book.  Tyres must be in ac-
cordance with the series Regulations and 
have a minimum of 1.6mm of tread at the 
start of the race.   

 Pirelli make what many regard as 
the best range of suitable tyres which, 
whilst road legal (as required by the 
rules), afford a degree of grip only dreamt 
about not too many years ago.  For 2015 
the control tyres will be the PZero Trofeo 
which has the option of running with ei-
ther 16 or 17in wheels. .   

  One big plus from our 
sponsorship arrangements with Pirelli is 
that the special prices of the tyres they 
supply to us are extremely competitive, 
and at some of the race meetings their 
service truck and engineers will be in 
attendance to carry out fitting and balanc-
ing. 



What do I need in the way of 

special clothing? 

 It is obligatory to wear an ap-
proved fire resistant race suit and an MSA 
sanctioned helmet bearing a valid date 
sticker.  The former can cost as little as 
£250 but if you want to look like Fernando 
Alonso you’ll need to budget quite a bit 
more.  The helmet, open or full face, will 
be upwards of £350 but providing you buy 
one with a long date sticker will last for 
many seasons.  And don’t forget, it’s your 
head it’s protecting so don’t skimp by buy-
ing an ill-fitting cheapie.   

 Suitable gloves are from £50, good 
quality boots another £100, and socks, 
flame proof underwear and a balaclava a 
further £100 or so.  So your total outlay on 
racewear will range from a budget £850 to 
whatever you want to spend—not exactly 
cheap but the cost will be spread over five 
or more years. 

 Do I need to have had previous 

race experience? 

 No, although you must, of course, 
be a competent driver and have some 
knowledge of what driving on a circuit is 
all about.  These qualities should have 
been demonstrated when you did your 
ARDS course. 

 One thing worth saying is that you 
mustn't expect to be leading the field on 
your first outing.  Don’t be despondent if 
your speed is significantly slower than the 
leading drivers in your class.  With experi-
ence the abilities of most drivers improve 
tremendously and the standard of driving 
of the front-running Ferrari competitors is 
now very high indeed. 

 It should be your target to eventu-
ally match these skills which only experi-
ence can achieve.  As your proficiency 
improves you will be amazed how much 
quicker you will become, and with far less 
drama.  And a bonus will be that you will 
become a far better and safer driver on 
public roads. 

 In order to help novice competitors 
the Club has recently introduced occa-
sional race workshops.  These are specifi-
cally aimed at drivers who may have had 
experience of our track days or have per-
haps taken part in our hillclimb champion-
ship, and now wish to have a crack at 
circuit racing.  These courses focus on 
every aspect of competing on a circuit 
and offer intensive one-to-one tuition giv-
en by our own ARDS-qualified instructors.   
In addition it is possible to take your 
ARDS licence test on the  

How important is physical fit-

ness? 

 As with most sporting activities, 
fitness cannot fail to improve your perfor-
mance.  As mentioned earlier, to obtain 
your licence all competitors must pass a 

simple medical examination, annually if 
over 45.  If you move up from a National 
licence to International (not strictly neces-
sary but some of our drivers have Interna-
tional documents for racing abroad), the 
medical requirements are rather more 
demanding, including a stress related 
ECG every second year.  We can confirm 
that this test is plain sailing providing you 
can put up with the cold hands of the 
ECG machine’s operator. 

 Having satisfied these medical 
criteria it is safe to assume that your gen-
eral health and eyesight (with glasses or 
contact lenses if necessary) are satisfac-
tory and good enough to drive a race car 
on the track.  As most of the races in the 
series don’t exceed about 18 laps or 30 
minutes duration, the cockpit tempera-
tures don’t become tremendously high as 
they might do in a stint in the Le Mans 24-
Hour race.  Nevertheless there are a 
number of drivers who make serious ef-
forts to ‘fight the flab’ and seem to be fitter 
and arguably faster as a result. 

 Age is no handicap to racing in the 
PFfc series, and there are a number of 
‘old hands’ (your scribe should know!) 
who enjoy their racing just as much as 
their younger rivals. 

What about the risk of mechani-
cal failure or having an acci-

dent? 

 Ferraris are very strong cars and 
built to the highest standards, so the inci-
dence of serious mechanical failure is 
very low indeed.  The occasional prob-
lems that do occur are usually due to poor 
maintenance and shouldn’t happen if the 
cars are properly looked after. 

 In the twenty years we have run 
the forerunner of the PFfc and PFO se-
ries, the Pirelli Maranello Ferrari Chal-
lenge, there were no instances whatsoev-
er of serious injury.  Whilst motor racing, 
by its very nature, cannot be wholly with-
out accident risk, racing in the two current 
race series is probably safer than taking 
part in the average track day. 

 The Club takes driver behaviour 

on the circuit very seriously indeed.  With 
huge experience of running race champi-
onships we have systems in place that 
make sure, as far as is possible, that driv-
ers have a proper respect for their fellow 
competitors and their Ferraris.  We have a 
strictly enforced Code of Conduct and 
when necessary we make use of in-car 
cameras.  Any instances of unacceptable 
or unsportsmanlike behaviour is dealt with 
positively albeit fairly. 

 Driver briefings are invariably ar-
ranged at each circuit and an opportunity 
given for drivers to get expert advice and 
have any queries answered.  Beginners 
especially are given all the help that they 
need. 

Do I have to drive my race Fer-

rari to the circuit? 

 In order to comply with the Regula-
tions, certain classes of Ferraris that take 
part in the PFfc series must be able to 
pass the MOT examination and therefore, 
since they are fitted with road-legal tread-
ed tyres, they should be able to be driven 
to the circuit.  However, it is recognised 
that because there is a certain amount of 
gear which competitors may wish to take 
with them to the races — tools, fuel cans, 
oil, a jack, signalling board, spare tyres or 
wheels, etc — it is more convenient to put 
the car on a trailer rather than drive the 
Ferrari on the road and bring a second 
vehicle (which of course requires a sec-
ond driver). 

 The advantages of using a trailer 
are that if you have any misfortune with 
your race car you can always get home 
without help from the AA or RAC, and you 
can share the journey with your loved one 
instead of travelling in silence on your 
own.   

 Having said that the use of trailers 
is acceptable, there are a number of com-
petitors who drive their race car to the 
events.  They will continue to have our 
admiration because they really reflect the 

true spirit of the PFfc. 



Is the cost of racing in the Fer-
rari series prohibitively expen-

sive? 

 By comparison with other one-
make series, costs are surprisingly mod-
est.  Like most things, what you spend is 
to some extent what you want to make it.  
If you insist on professionals doing all the 
work on your car at commercial rates your 
bill at the end of the season will be very 
much higher than it would be if you tackle 
some of the jobs yourself.  I am a firm 
believer in the dictum that the more you 
put in yourself, the more satisfaction you 
will get out.  I am sure that drivers who do 
some of the work on their car themselves 
derive more enjoyment out of their motor 
racing than those who simply turn up and 
drive. 

 Having said that, not all of us have 
the skills or facilities to, say, build an en-
gine or overhaul a gearbox.  But it is quite 
within most competitors’ abilities to check 
and change brake pads, drain and replen-
ish oils, spanner check the chassis, 
switch wheels, etc.  By doing these rou-
tine tasks yourself the savings over a sea-
son can be quite substantial. 

 There are certain fixed costs to 
meet at every event: transport to and from 
the circuit, fuel and oils, accommodation 
where necessary, and the race entry fee 
(around £250 for a single race but at least 
you and four of your friends don’t have to 
pay for admission).  The tyres in PFfc 
should last at least most of a season (they 
are quite a bit harder than racing slicks) 
and the life of the brake pads, particularly 
the rears, is likely to be for a season.  
Unless you are particularly unfortunate it 
is unlikely that the bills from your preparer 
will be significantly more than you would 
have spent anyway on routine servicing 
and overhauls. 

 So you can almost work out your 
budget on the back of a (small) envelope 
before you start. 

Is there anything I need to know 
about procedures at the race 

meetings? 

 On the day of the race there are 
several things you will need to be aware 
of.   

 The timetable for the event will be 
sent to you in advance by the race organ-
isers in the form of ‘Final Instructions’.  
These will tell you where you are located 
in the paddock and the times of signing-
on, scrutineering, qualifying and the race.  
They should also indicate the time and 
whereabouts of any briefings.  Any com-
petitor who hasn’t raced before at that 
particular circuit will need to attend a spe-
cial newcomers’ briefing before being 
allowed out on the track. 

 The first thing to do on arrival is to 
sign-on with the race organisers and for 
this you will need your MSA competition 
licence and Club membership card.  With-
out the former there is no way you will be 
permitted to race so make sure you don’t 
leave it on the kitchen table! 

 You will then need to take your car 
to the scrutineering bay at the appointed 
time.  Don’t go before this time because 
all you will do is snarl up the procedure 
and drivers in other races, who are due to 
qualify in sessions ahead of you, will be 
delayed.  At the same time as general 
safety scrutineering is being carried out 
by the organisers’ officials, our own Eligi-
bility Scrutineer, Andy Bush, will usually 
carry out his own checks on your vehicle’s 
compliance with our Regulations. 

 The scrutineers will wish to see 
your helmet and race suit to make sure 
they have a valid certification, so make 
sure you have these with you.  They will 
also satisfy themselves that your tran-
sponder is working properly.  If everything 
is tickety-boo they will issue a ‘pass’ stick-
er which you need to affix to one of the 
side windows on your car so that mar-
shals can readily see that your vehicle 

has been approved to take part. 

 Make sure that you keep your ears 
open for summons to briefings.  Newcom-
ers are usually given a choice of briefing 
times but it is mandatory to attend them.  
Similarly, if there is a special briefing for 
the Ferrari competitors it is essential to 
attend it, on pain of being excluded from 
taking part or perhaps having to pay a 
fine.  You have been warned! 

 Apart from all this, you simply 
need to be ready when the time comes to 
take your car to the assembly area.  It is a 
good plan to have a check list of vital 
tasks, which might include reminders to 
check petrol (it wouldn’t be the first time 
that a Ferrari driver has failed to finish a 
race because he forgot to re-fuel after 
qualifying), tyre pressures, water and oil 
levels, and even a visit to the loo!   

 Most of your fellow competitors will 
have vivid memory of the excitement of 
their first race and should you ask anyone 
you can be sure that you will get a helping 
hand in getting through these procedures.  

 

OK!  I want to go racing and 
you’ve convinced me that I can 

do it.  What do I do now? 

 Contact our Race Co-ordinator, 
Steve Burns, right away by contacting him 
at: 

Cavallino House 

2 Church Way 

Whittlebury 

Nothamptonshire NN12 8XS 

tel: 07701 004 694 

steve.burns@ferrariownersclub.co.uk 

 

 Steve will be pleased to send you 
all the paperwork you need, including the  
Regulations and a Registration form. 

 See you on the grid!  

 


